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ABSTRACT:
Currently, cancer registries cover only about 13% 
of the world’s children, leaving millions uncounted 
and unnoticed. Improving childhood cancer 
registration is especially urgent in poorer countries. 
The World Health Organization’s Global Initiative 
for Childhood Cancer is working to close this 
gap. In these countries, only 3 out of 10 children 
with cancer survive, compared with 8 out of 10 in 
richer countries. This stark difference stems from 
insufficient healthcare resources, leading to late or 
missed diagnoses, barriers to treatment, treatment 
interruptions, deaths from treatment side effects, 
and more relapses. To change this, we need policies 
based on reliable, consistent data.1 This is why 
creating strong, nationwide childhood cancer 
registries in places like Bangladesh is not just 
important but urgent. These registries are key tools 
for planning, tracking, and saving children’s lives.
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Around the world, the main health problems are 
shifting from infectious diseases to long-lasting 
conditions. For childhood cancer, experts now see 
that its real impact is better shown by looking at 
how many years of healthy life are lost, not just by 
counting cases. Still, important information about 
what causes childhood cancer, how common it is, 
and its long-term effects is spread across separate 
databases that are not consistent. This mix of data 
makes it hard to see the whole picture and stops us 
from really understanding and dealing with the true 
impact of childhood cancer.2

In poorer countries, childhood cancer remains 
a major problem, with only 30%3,4 of children 

surviving, far lower than in richer countries. 
Children often undergo long treatments and face a 
higher risk of being lost to follow-up, of the cancer 
returning, or of developing new cancers. To prevent 
this, we need policies grounded in solid evidence, 
which can only come from accurate, consistent 
data. Creating strong childhood cancer registries in 
countries like Bangladesh is not just progress; it is 
a lifeline for better planning, tracking, and a better 
future for children.
The Childhood Cancer Registry is an essential 
information system that collects, stores, and 
manages data on children with cancer. It should be 
an integral component of cancer registries within 
the National Non-communicable disease (NCD) 
surveillance system.5 Higher-income countries have 
established childhood cancer databases. Since 1985, 
the Danish Childhood Cancer Registry (DCCR) has 
served as a nationwide clinical quality database, 
reporting on quality indicators for childhood cancer 
among all Danish children under 15 years of age 
at the time of diagnosis. The database analyzes 
overall and relapse-free survival in children with 
cancer, considering factors such as cancer type, 
disease extent, treatment modalities, response, and 
recurrence. It also examines complications related 
to central venous catheters.6 A population-based 
Childhood Cancer Registry in Italy has reported 
on the Health-Related Quality of Life (HRQL) of 
long-term survivors of childhood cancer. In our 
subcontinent, India’s Tamil Nadu state has partnered 
with the World Health Organization (WHO) Global 
Initiative for Childhood Cancer to launch its first 
dedicated population-based Childhood cancer 
registry, with the aim of improving the availability 
of data on the childhood cancer burden and 
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achieving at least 60% survival of children with 
cancer globally by 2030.7 
Although Bangladesh does not yet have a nationwide 
adult cancer registry, some hospitals collect 
valuable data on diagnosis, staging, treatment, 
and survival. However, only population-based 
registries can reveal true trends in cancer incidence, 
guiding prevention and early intervention. Now 
is the moment for the Government of Bangladesh 
and its partners to answer the call: by building a 
childhood cancer registry, we can make the most 
of our limited resources, protect our children, and 
prevent needless suffering and loss among the next 
generation.
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